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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: a claim that depends from 
a dependent claim should not be separated by any claim that does not also depend from said 
dependent claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 23 recites the limitation "said second plurality of sub-elements" in the first line of 

the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Claims 1-11, 13-17, and 19-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Vallone et al (US Patent 6,642,939), hereinafter Vallone. 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Regarding claim 1, Vallone teaches graphical user interface ("GUI") for navigating 
through multimedia content comprising a left menu region comprising a first plurality of 
selectable menu elements, one or more of a first plurality of selectable menu elements having a 
plurality of sub-elements, a selection element to identify one of the first plurality of selectable 
menu elements, and a right menu region adjacent to said left menu region, the right menu 
region to display a first plurality of sub-elements associated with an identified one of said first 
plurality of selectable menu elements, all taught as the use of a "two-column mode" for selecting 
elements and sub-elements of a menu, at col. 22, lines 54-65 and shown in Fig. 28. 

Regarding claim 2, Vallone teaches the scrolling or paging up and down through menu 
elements by a user, at col. 22, lines 57-60. 

Regarding claim 3, Vallone teaches moving a selection element to the right to identify a 
sub-element of a menu, at col. 22, lines 61-65. 
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Regarding claims 4, 6, and 7, Vallone teaches the selection of a sub-element from a first 
sub-element list, the movement of the first sub-element list to the left, and the addition of a 
second sub-element list on the right upon such a selection, taught as the maintenance of the 
two-column format upon the selection of a sub-element, at col. 24, lines 23-44. 

Regarding claim 5, Vallone has been shown to teach use of a selection element for 
selecting one of a plurality of menu elements or sub-elements. Vallone also shows in Fig. 14 a 
remote control possessing a "select" button for use in the selection of such elements. 

Regarding claim 8, Vallone teaches a first plurality of selectable menu elements 
comprising a channel listing and wherein the first plurality of sub-elements comprises a listing of 
times at which programs are broadcast on an identified channel, taught as the display of 
program listings for selected channels, at col. 18, lines 26-38, and Fig. 22. 

Regarding claims 9-11, Vallone shows in Fig. 29 a graphical information region for 
displaying information related to a selected menu element. Vallone further displays information 
related to a television program, such as the title and description of the program, program rating, 
and listing of actors in the program, in Fig. 29. 

Regarding claim 13, Vallone teaches a command menu generated responsive to a user 
input, the command menu containing a list of actions associated with a selected menu element, 
taught as the program options on a "Now Showing" screen in Fig. 18, and at col. 16, lines 10-24. 
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Regarding claim 14, Vallone teaches in Fig. 18 the use of a "Play" function for the 
immediate viewing of selected media. Inherently, the media is viewed in "real time", and unless 
the book marking feature of col. 16, lines 34-38 is in use, the program will most certainly be 
viewed from the beginning. 

Regarding claim 15, Vallone teaches the use of a "Save until..." feature, allowing the 
user to customize how long the program will be stored, at col. 16, lines 14-20 and Fig. 18. 

Regarding claim 16, it can be seen in Fig. 18 that Vallone allows for the recording of a 
selected program through the use of a "Save to my VCR" function. 

Regarding claim 17, Regarding claim 1, Vallone teaches graphical user interface ("GUI") 
for navigating through multimedia content comprising a left menu region comprising a first 
plurality of selectable menu elements, one or more of a first plurality of selectable menu 
elements having a plurality of sub-elements, a selection element to identify one of the first 
plurality of selectable menu elements, and a right menu region adjacent to said left menu 
region, the right menu region to display a first plurality of sub-elements associated with an 
identified one of said first plurality of selectable menu elements, all taught as the use of a "two- 
column mode" for selecting elements and sub-elements of a menu, at col. 22, lines 54-65 and 
shown in Fig. 28. Vallone further teaches in Fig. 29 a graphical information region for displaying 
information related to a selected menu element. 

Regarding claim 19, Vallone teaches the scrolling or paging up and down through menu 
elements by a user, at col. 22, lines 57-60. 
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Regarding claim 20, Vallone teaches moving a selection element to the right to identify a 
sub-element of a menu, at col. 22, lines 61-65. 

Regarding claims 21 and 23, Vallone teaches the selection of a sub-element from a first 
sub-element list, the movement of the first sub-element list to the left, and the addition of a 
second sub-element list on the right upon such a selection, taught as the maintenance of the 
two-column format upon the selection of a sub-element, at col. 24, lines 23-44. 

Regarding claim 22, Vallone has been shown to teach use of a selection element for 
selecting one of a plurality of menu elements or sub-elements. Vallone also shows in Fig. 14 a 
remote control possessing a "select" button for use in the selection of such elements. 

Regarding claims 24-26, Vallone shows in Fig. 29 a graphical information region for 
displaying information related to a selected menu element. Vallone further displays information 
related to a television program, such as the title and description of the program, program rating, 
and listing of actors in the program, in Fig. 29. 

Regarding claim 27, Vallone teaches a command menu generated responsive to a user 
input, the command menu containing a list of actions associated with a selected menu element, 
taught as the program options on a "Now Showing" screen in Fig. 18, and at col. 16, lines 10-24. 



Regarding claim 28, Vallone teaches in Fig. 18 the use of a "Play" function for the 
immediate viewing of selected media. Inherently, the media is viewed in "real time", and unless 
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the bookmaking feature of col. 16, lines 34-38 is in use, the program will most certainly be 
viewed from the beginning. 

Regarding claim 29, Vallone teaches the use of a "Save until..." feature, allowing the 
user to customize how long the program will be stored, at col. 16, lines 14-20 and Fig. 18. 

Regarding claim 30, it can be seen in Fig. 18 that Vallone allows for the recording of a 
selected program through the use of a "Save to my VCR" function. 

Regarding claim 31, Vallone teaches a recorded content indicator graphically indicating 
an amount of broadcast multimedia content stored on a mass storage device, and a playback 
shuttle indicator graphically indicating a point within the broadcast multimedia content at which 
playback is occurring, taught as the use of a cache bar for displaying how much information has 
been recorded in a cache, and the use of time marks for indicating the point at which the 
playback is occurring, at col. 19, lines 38-61, and Fig. 26. 

Regarding claim 32, Vallone teaches a start time indicator indicating a start time of 
multimedia content and an end time indicator indicating an end time of multimedia content, 
shown in Fig. 26 as the left hand and right hand sides of the "trick play bar", described at col. 
29, lines 51-54. 

Regarding claim 33, it can be seen in Fig. 26 (item 2605) that Vallone teaches a 
playback progress indicator displaying time associated with the point at which playback is 
occurring, and described at col. 19, lines 59-60. 
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Regarding claim 34, Vallone teaches a current transport state indicator, taught as a 
"mode indicator" for disclosing the playback speed employed, at col. 19, lines 61-67. 

Regarding claim 35, the cache bar and current time marks are offset from one another 
so as to show the delay in time from when the information was received and played back, 
shown as the difference in time between the filling cache bar and the sliding time indicator, at 
col. 19, lines 38-54. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 



Claims 12 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vallone 
and Ward, III et al (US Patent 6,756,997), hereinafter Ward. 

Vallone teaches a graphical user interface composed of left and right menu regions and 
a graphical information region, suitable for selecting and viewing information pertaining to 
program broadcasts. 

Vallone, however, fails to explicitly teach a video region on the GUI for displaying video 
of a broadcast in addition to the menu and information regions. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



was made. 
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Ward teaches an interface for the viewing and recording of broadcasts, similar to that of 
Vallone. Furthermore, Ward teaches the use of a video region for concurrent menu selection 
and broadcasting, shown at Fig. 1 and col. 2 line 60 - col. 3, line 12 as the use of a picture-in- 
picture window for viewing broadcasts while manipulating interface menus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Vallone and Ward before him at the time of the invention to modify the two-column 
broadcast interface of Vallone to include the picture-in-picture capabilities of Ward in order to 
obtain a two-column broadcast interface capable of broadcasting programs to a user while the 
user manipulates GUI menus. 

One would be motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of viewing a 
selected broadcast while maintaining the ability to browse through channel guides, set up 
program recording times, etc. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (703) 305-5914. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Roswell 
7/21/2004 




